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Co-DirectorsτHHMI Initiative
ÅDouglas F. Paulsen, PhD; Professor of Anatomy & 

Neurobiology; Director, Graduate Studies, Morehouse 
School of Medicine

ÅBarbara Boyan, PhD; Professor of Biomedical Engineering, 
and Associate Dean for Research, Georgia Institute of 
Technology

ÅThomas Ziegler, MD; Professor of Medicine and co-Director 
ACTSI RETCD, Emory University

ÅKeith Wilkinson, PhD; Professor of Biochemistry and 
Director, Emory Graduate Division of Biomedical and 
Biological Sciences (GDBBS), Emory University



Enabling Skills

ÅMaster of Science in Clinical Research (MSCR)

ü28 credits--Didactic and Mentored Research Training in Clinical and 
Translational Research

ÅKL2 ςfaculty career development program

ÅTL1  (pre-doctoral) Research Training Programτsupports PhD 
graduate student (4) and medical student (4) training in CTR 
including the MSCR program

ÅDual degree programs (PhD/MSCR and MD/MSCR) which 
add an additional year to training 

Mission: Through ethical community 

engagement, focused education and training, 

and innovative support of discovery, the 

collaborative partners of the ACTSI rapidly and 

efficiently translate scientific discoveries to impact 

all populations of the Atlanta community.

Research Education, Training and 
Career Development (RETCD)



ÅPreviously limited opportunities for clinical and/or 
translational research training for PhD graduate 
students at the 3 collaborating institutions

ÅTL1 program in ACTSI has limited number of slots for 
PhD grad students and adds an additional year to 
the time to PhD



ACTSI Med into Grad Initiative: Translational 
and Transformative Research Training

ÅGoal:  To develop a program in Atlanta that will enhance 
and transform translational research training for PhD 
students across 3 collaborating institutions (Emory 
University, Morehouse School of Medicine [MSM] and 
Georgia Institute of Technology [GT])
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2 Translational Blocks 
in the Clinical Research Continuum

T1 T2

Bench Bedside Practice/

Community

ÅLack of Willing Participants
ÅRegulatory Burdens
ÅFragmented Infrastructure
ÅIncompatible Databases
ÅLack of Qualified Investigators

ÅCareer Disincentives
ÅPractice Limitations
ÅHigh Research Costs 
ÅLack of Funding


